Playing possum

Schools are pitching in to help save Victoria's emblem from extinction.

Sian Watkins AEL News

(ZENS of Victorian schools are helping

Healessille-based Friends of Leadbeater's
Possum i ils attempts 1o save the endangared
creaturs, Viclora's faunal emblem.

Schooks have raised money to “adopt” 200
recycled plastic nesting boxes (3150 each) now
being installed in Virtoria's central highlands to
supplement sericus habitat loss. Some, such as
Canterbury Girls" Secondary College, have also
taken part in field brips to help check on the boxes.

Less of habitat i atributed to widespread
loggindg, the collapse of rotten mountan ash
trees burned in the 1939 fires, and the 20009
fires, Friends of Leadbeater's say the 2009 fires
destroyed 45% of the possums! known habitat and
killed half thair known numbsars,

Fewer than 1000 Leadbeater’s possums survive
and none are in captivity. The mountain ashes
| Evcalyptus regnans) that the species inhabits need
in be af least 150 years old before their hollaws are
large enough fo accommadate them.

Mest bowes Rave been instalied in areas Detwesn

Lake Mouniain and
Mount Danna Buang
and beyond. They
are checked twice
a year by Friends' vohmteers
and Parks Victaria staff, If no animals have moved
in after a year, the hexes are moved. Students can
check on the Friends of Leadbeater's website 1o
find out if their nest bo is occupied.

Pam Miskin, from the Friends of Leadbedter’s
and a former teacher and AEL member, said the

bewes had to withstand temperature exlremes,
including winter snow. “They are walerprood and
have very thick walls ta ensure excellent thermal
conditions for the ncoupants,” she sald,
Leadbeater's possums were first identifiad in
1867 and last sighted in 1909 until Eric Wilkinson
rediscovered one &l Tommy's Bend in 1961,
Schoobs can contact FLBR if they wish 1o
bearn more about Victeria's faunal emblem
and haw they can help the species. survive. An
annual revegetation day. organised with Parks
Victoria, = usually held in May at Yellingbo Matuee
Consarvation Reserve, 10 kilomefres cast of
Litydale,
Friends' members help with tree plartiog i
known hablats, nesthas nstallation, nestbod
checking, night abservations {observing large
hallow trees for emerging nocturnal animals), and
supplernentary feeding in the winter of the five
remaming survivors of the 2003 bushfires on Lake
Mountain.
Emad infofleadbeaters.org.au ¥ you are
interested in participating. For more information go
1o www.leadbeaters.org.au.



